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Middle School 

NEWSLETTER 
JUNE  2018 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

It is amazing to see that the end of the school year has arrived. I 
want to thank you all for all the support shown these past 10 
months. We had great successes this year. An integral part of these 
improvements is our hard working staff. An expression of thanks 
also goes to all the volunteers who were in classrooms and outside 
them supporting teachers and students in everything possible. A 
big high five goes out to all the parents who worked with the school 
to ensure their child was succeeding in all areas.  Parental/school 
teamwork is the best combination for maximum success.  Lastly, 
thank you to the RIBMS parent council.  This is a great school and 
you made a commitment to find ways to make it better.  Thank you 
all for a great 2017-2018 school year! 

Student Homeroom Assignments 

We have been working diligently on homeroom assignments for 
next year. As many of you know, our process is to have teachers 
make recommendations on student groupings for the following 
year.  This is based on behavior, F&P reading levels, academic 
achievement, and Educational Assistant support.  Our teachers put 
many hours of work into these groupings and have the best gauge 
on where students should be for academic and social success. 

Students will find out their homeroom assignments on the first day of school. We cannot 
accommodate requests for changes at that time and we are unable to disseminate any 
information on class assignments before that time. Thank you for your understanding and 
patience. 
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Staff Changes 

Given different staff departures and the growth of our student body, we have been fortunate 
enough to make additions to the Baker team.  We are currently posting and interviewing for 
those positions and we will be happy to share the great news once the hiring process has 
been completed.  

We are excited to work with students for the month of June, and plan for an even better 
school year in the fall. 

I want to wish you a great summer full of fun, relaxation, and continuous learning. 

 Mr. Prebushewski 

 ​YEAR END ASSEMBLIES 

On Wednesday,  June 27th, we will once again be hosting our year end assemblies. All 
students will be  receiving their RIBMS Recognition Certificates with the ‘win-its’ stickers. These 
stickers provide recognition, not only for academic excellence but for a wide variety of 
endeavors students chose to be involved in. Copies of the Recognition Policy are available in 
the office or online at www.ribms.ca. Go to documents, go to Recognition Program. 

We encourage all parents, friends and family members to  attend the assemblies. Please 
remember that each grade has their own assembly, except for the Grade 8’s. All students and 
staff  attend the Grade 8 assembly, as this is their final assembly at RIBMS and we want to 
celebrate their achievements and wish them well as they move on from RIBMS. All assemblies 
take place in the gym. 

SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

Gr. 5 - 2:30 

Gr. 6 - 1:15 

Gr. 7 - 12:00 

Gr. 8 - 9:00 Farewell Assembly 
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 STUDENTS LEAVING RIBMS 

Parents, it would be very much appreciated if you would inform the office ASAP if your child or 
children in grades 5-7 will not be attending RIBMS in the fall.  Thank you! 

 

 

RIBMS DRESS CODE (as printed in the school agenda) 
With the warm spring weather upon us, please review the RIBMS dress code with your 
child/children. 
The primary objective at RIBMS is the academic success of all students; consequently, the 
dress policy allows for the conditions most conducive to learning, that students can work 
comfortably and without distracting or disturbing others.  The key principles of the policy call for 
dress to be CLEAN, NEAT and MODEST. 
Students dressed inappropriately will be asked by their homeroom teacher to go to their lockers 
and change into appropriate clothing.  It is understood that students will do this quickly and that 
the inappropriate clothing will be covered ​FOR THE DAY.  ​If no appropriate clothing is available, 
the students will be directed to the office to either call home for suitable clothing, or be provided 
with clean clothing at the office.  If a student needs to wait for a parent to bring appropriate 
clothing, the student will wear what is provided at the office for the interim, in order that the 
student can return to the classroom as soon as possible.  The student can then go to the office 
at the next break to change into the appropriate clothing supplied by the parent. 
Specific items that will not be worn to school include: 
- Slippers 
- Spaghetti straps, muscle shirts, tube and halter tops 
- Transparent or see-through fabrics 
- Short tops that expose the midriff at ANY time 
- Low cut tops 
- Short shorts, skirt, or skorts (must be past standing finger length, even with tights 
 or leggings 
- T-shirts that are in poor taste* 
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- Hats and headgear (bandannas, skull caps etc.) 
- Jackets and coats are not to be worn in the classrooms 
- Clothing that is designated underwear should be kept undercover 
  
*The dress code  policy specifically prohibits clothing that contains logos or advertisements for 
drugs, alcohol, or tobacco; that contains or implies messages with sexual innuendo, or that 
appears to promote racism, discrimination, hate or illegal activities. 
The dress policy applies to all school activities – dances, field trips, PE classes and 
extra-curricular sports practices, etc. save school-designated theme days which will allow 
students to dress in theme related attire while still conforming to the dress code. 

 

STUDENT SAFETY AND SECURITY 

For the safety and security of our students, only parents or legal guardians will be able to 
communicate with their child or children while they are at school. Please be aware that family 
members who are not recognized as a parent or legal guardian cannot contact a child at the 
school.  Permission from parents or legal guardians for other family members or friends needs 
to be given ahead of time to the office, before contact is permissible. If you are away and you 
have given the responsibility of the day to day care of your child to someone else, an 
administrator at the school needs to be informed. We would need to know the person’s name 
and contact information.  We continually strive to maintain a safe environment for our students 
and your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Also, if there is any information we need to be aware of in terms of access and custody of your 
child it is the parent’s responsibility to provide the school with those legal documents. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this topic please contact  the school office at 
345-3340. 

 ​SCHOOL CANTEEN 

Our school canteen has been busy this past year and we could not provide this service without 
the assistance of our parent volunteers.  We would like to thank  Mrs. Poettcker 
for her help each week throughout the school year as well as the group of ladies that have 
made taco-in-a-bag for the occasional Wednesday hot lunch.  We greatly appreciate your help! 
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We will once again need volunteers for the upcoming school year and if you could spare one 
lunch break a week to give us assistance it would be welcomed. 

WEDNESDAY HOT LUNCH 

There will be no Wednesday hot lunch for the month of June so please make sure your child 
brings their own lunch to school each Wednesday.  

LIBRARY NEWS 

The library will be closed to all students as of June 15th and all loaned materials are expected to 
be returned by this date.  Students have been reminded on a regular basis of the items that they 
need to return and it is their responsibility to return these items in the condition that they 
received them in.  A reminder that students will NOT receive their final report cards until all 
library items as well as textbooks have been returned or the replacement cost paid.  Letters or 
emails will be sent home as a reminder for assistance in locating and returning the items to the 
school.  We thank you in advance for your assistance in getting all items returned. 

 

CANADIAN LEGION POSTER/LITERARY CONTEST WINNERS 

In fall students from R.I. Baker were invited to submit poster, poetry or short story entries to the 
Royal Canadian Legion Poster & Literary Contest.  Winners were announced in April and on 
May 9th medals and cash awards were presented.  R.I. Baker is proud to congratulate 3 
students that all received bronze medals and cash awards for their winning entries.  Our 
students were recognized for their talent in all 3 categories:poster, poetry and short story. 
Congratulations to grade 5 student  Kaycee Malm as well as grade 6 students H.C. and  Ariana 
Duerksen!!  
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ATHLETICS 

TRACK & FIELD 

RI Baker students participated in our very own track and field meet on Thursday May 3rd. We 
had an awesome day and witnessed great athleticism and sportsmanship. A huge thank you to 
all of our parent volunteers who assisted in running events. We could have not put on this big 
event without you! 

We had eighty three athletes qualify for meets through our track and field meet. Grade seven 
and eight athletes competed at the UofL on May 10th in the County of Lethbridge Track and 
Field Meet. We had an amazing showing, taking home both the grade 7 and grade 8 banners. 
GO BEARS! A number of our athletes won aggregate awards. Golds went to Payton Lyon, 
Kayleigh Klima, and Rylen Roersma, silver went to Ty Young and Eve Duerksen took bronze. 
Grade 6-8 students competed in the LSAA City Track Meet on May 23rd. Students competed 
well and Baker represented well. On May 29th our qualifying grade 7 and 8 students competed 
in the Zone track and field meet.  

A number of our students broke records this season! These records are posted on the athletics 
website. Congratulations to all of our students on an amazing season! 

VOLLEYBALL CLINIC 

RI Baker athletics is once again offering their annual RI Baker Volleyball Clinic. This is a free 
clinic offered to students in grade 5-7. The purpose of the clinic is to promote our upcoming 
volleyball season while preparing athletes. The focus of the clinic will be volleyball skills, along 
with a greater understanding of the game. Students need to register for this clinic by filling out a 
form, which will be sent home with interested students. 

The clinic is set to run: 

Monday June 11: ​Grade 5 (3:30- 5:00) & Grade 6/7 (5:00-6:30) 

Tuesday June 12: ​Grade 6/7 (3:30- 5:00) & Grade 5 (5:00- 6:30) 

Wednesday June 13: ​Grade 5 (3:30- 5:00) & Grade 6/7 (5:00- 6:30) 

Thursday June 14​: Grade 6/7 (3:30- 5:00) & Grade 5 (5:00- 6:30) 
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NOTES FROM THE BAND ROOM 

RIBMS Final Concert is Thursday June 7th at 7:00pm in the RIBMS 
Gymnasium.  Come out and support our music programs 
including, choir, Jazz band, grade 6, 7,8 bands, handbells and 
percussion ensemble.  We will also have a guest group “Jamani 
Duo” performing that evening as well. 

Grade 5 students that are choosing to take band in the fall will be 
receiving an information package regarding important fall dates and rental information.  Mrs. Conrad 
will also be sending this information out by email as well. 

 

GRADE 5 POD 
May was a busy month.  We competed in our first Track Meet, on May 3​rd​, and on May 23​th​, we 
had a visit from Jeanette Smith who did a presentation on electrical safety, sponsored by Fortis 
Alberta, we participated in a video conference on  May 29​th ​, learning about the Leopard Frog 
and the grasslands.  
 
As a follow up to our Video conference on May 29​th​, we will travel to Park Lake on Thursday,, 
June 7, for hands on activities around the lake, with an interpreter from Alberta Parks.  Students 
need to take a substantial bag lunch, water, walking shoes (no flip-flops), sunscreen, hat and 
clothes for the outdoors.  A list of what to bring was sent home with the permission forms. 
Each classroom will need 3 to 4 parent volunteers for this field trip.  Please contact your 
homeroom teacher. 

On Tuesday, June 26, a field trip to Nicholas Sheran Pool in Lethbridge will happen in the 
morning. We will be eating our bag lunches in a city park before heading to the Movie Mill for 
the afternoon. 

Permission forms were sent home for these activities.  Please return them ASAP. 

Wednesday, June 27​th​ is the last day.  The grade 5’s will be handing out their certificates in the 
Gym from 2:30 – 3:30 pm.  Once the certificates have been handed out, there will be a grade 
level powerpoint presentation. 

Language Arts 

We have wrapped up our Friend or Foe Non-Fiction unit, and have began to delve into 
Literature Circles!  In a small group setting, students are analyzing a text selected at their 

 

7 

 



 

 

 

level.  Additionally, we are continuing with our study of ​Mick Harte was Here ​ by Barbara Park, 
and our Word Study using the Words Their Way program. 

Social  

As we approach the end of the year, we are entering our final unit in Social Studies!  Here, we 
will compare and contrast the Cordillera and Interior Plains regions.  Students will use a 
variety of resources to compile the information needed to compare the two regions.   

Science 

Science A, B, C, D and E: We are continuing to learn about the Wetlands.  

Math 

Math 5A , B, C, E. Hard to believe we are coming to the end of the year.  We will wrap up Math this year 
with Addition and Subtraction of Decimals, probability and geometry.  

GRADE 6 POD 

Language Arts 

June’s focus is on building and practicing reading comprehension skills through daily 
multi-genre reading comprehension practice, and literature circles. The students will also be 
engaging in a short creative writing unit, which will also help expose them to a variety of 
genres, while allowing them choice in the writing process. Part B of the LA PAT (reading 
comprehension) is on June 19th. Exam bank will be an excellent resource in preparing for 
this.  

Social  

In Social, we will be wrapping up our Iroquois unit and touching briefly on the Grande Paix de 
Montreal. Once all our units are finished we will be reviewing information from all year in 
preparation of the Social PAT on June 18. Use Kahoots and ExamBank as great review tools in 
this time. 

Science 

In Science, we will be focusing on evidence and investigation. Be prepared for your child to 
come home with investigative knowledge and application! Our science PAT is on June 22 so 
please encourage your child to review their notes and access ExamBank to get ready for the 
test.  
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Math 

As June begins, we will do our final unit on Probability, as well as some quick activities about 
sorting polygons, classifying triangles, and identifying congruent shapes.  We will then review 
all of the concepts from Grade 6 Math in preparation for our Math PAT on June 20. 

GRADE 7 POD 

Thank you to all our parent volunteers for coming on the Zoo trip this month. We could not do 
this trip without you! 

Language Arts 

We are wrapping up the year with our poetry unit. We will focus on poetic vocabulary, how 
and why we read/write poetry, and we will try writing some poems ourselves. This vocab will 
be on the final exam, as well as some poetry analysis. There will not be a final project for this 
unit as we are just learning and trying it out for ourselves. 

Social  

We are finishing the year by looking at the Metis peoples, the National Policy and how the 
west was settled.  Students will be writing their combined chapter 9/10 test the second week 
of June and will then begin studying for their final exam.  The written part of the final will be 
completed during regular class time, whereas, the multiple choice section will be completed 
on June 21st in the gymnasium.  The final exam will be based on material from chapters 6-10 
in our textbook. 

Science 

Our final unit, Structures and Forces, will be completed by the middle of June.  Students will 
have a chance to build their own structures and test them to explore the importance of 
structural stability, margin of safety, modes of failure, joints and material strengths.  The 
science 7 final exam will consist of only the last three units - Planet Earth, Heat and 
Temperature, and Structures and Forces, and reviewing for this can begin at any time! 
Vocabulary booklets are an excellent resource and place to start this review.  

Math 

We will be completing the eighth and final unit of the year.  The two sections include 
geometric constructions and Cartesian plane plotting and transformations.  A few of the 
concepts we will be exploring are: perpendicular and parallel line segments, perpendicular 
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and angle bisectors, plotting points using ordered pairs, as well as translations rotations and 
reflections of points on a Cartesian plane.   

The final exam will cover the final four units of the year, which include solving algebraic 
equations, circles and area, data analysis and probability, and the final unit of geometry. 
Review for this can begin at any time!  
GRADE 8 POD 
Language Arts 

We have finished up our novel study, moving in to the next unit which it poetry! Students will work 
with figurative language to enhance their vocabulary and writing abilities. This unit will be full of 
creative and interesting projects and assignments that will make the students think deeply about text.  

Social  

Our Japan unit is in full swing.  Students are currently learning about the Edo Period in which 
the Shogun controlled Japan.  When complete, we will be heading into the Meiji unit where 
the United States meets Japan and starts making economic and cultural changes.  We will 
also leave time at the end of the year to study for our final exam.   

Science   

We will be finishing up our final unit of Fresh and Saltwater Systems.  We will deepen our 
understanding of where the water is on our planet and our, and other organisms, 
dependence on it and how we can be good stewards of this valuable resource.  During this 
month we will be taking time each week to go back and review some of our earlier units so 
that we aren’t leaving all the review for the final exam to the last minute!  The science 8 final 
will be covering all 5 units:  Mix and Flow of Matter, Cells and Systems, Light and Optics, 
Mechanical Systems and Fresh and Saltwater Systems. 

Math 

We will be completing Chapter 7: Data & Probability at the beginning of the month. Next, we 
will begin work on Chapter 8: Geometry. This is a project-based chapter and we will focus on 
tessellations. Finally, we will take the remainder of our class time to focus on the Final Exam. 
With that said, I would like to take this time to remind everyone that the final is a cumulative 
exam covering all 8 chapters. Review at home is highly recommended and can begin at any 
time!  
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CALENDAR 
http://ribms.ca/calendar-bell-times 

 

JUNE 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 
 
 
 

        1  2 

3 
 
 
 

4  5 
 

6 
Athletic 
Awards Night 
7:00 
 

7 
Band 
Concert 7:00 

8  9 

10 
 
 
 

11  12  13  14  15Library 
Closed.All 
books must 
be returned. 

16 

17 
 
 
 

18 
Grade 6 
Social PAT 

19 
Grade 6 
LA Part B 
PAT 

20 
Grade 6  
Math PAT 
Grade 8 
Final Exam- 
Am - LA, PM - 
Math 

21 
Grade 8 - AM 
- Social, PM - 
Science 
 

22 
Grade 6  
Science PAT 
SLC - 
Summer 
Splash 

23 

24 
 
 
 

25 
School Wide 
Raymond 
Pool 

26 
5-Movie Mill 
& 
6-Holiday inn 
& Movie Mill 
7-Calgary 
Zoo 
8- Calaway 
Park 

27 
 
Year End 
Assemblies 

28 
 
PD Day - NO 
SCHOOL 

29 
 
PD Day - NO 
SCHOOL 
 

30 
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SEPTEMBER 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

            1 
 
 
 
 

2  3  4 
BACK TO 
SCHOOL 

5 
 

6  7  8 
 
 
 
 

9  10 
GRADE 6 
HEADSTART 
CLINIC 5-6:30 

11  12 
MEET THE 
TEACHER 
NIGHT 5:00 
SCHOOL 
PICTURES 
GRADE 6 
HEADSTART 
CLINIC 5-6:30 

13  14  15 
 
 
 
 

16  17  18 
PARENT 
COUNCIL 
6:30 

19  20  21 
GRADE 6/7 

22 
VOLLEYBAL 
TOURNAMENT 
 
 

23  24  25  26  27  28 
GRADE 7/8 

29 
VOLLEYBAL 
TOURNAMENT 
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2018 – 2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
Tuesday, September 4 – Term #1 Starts 
Monday, September 10 – Grade 6 Head Start Clinic 5:00 – 6:30 
Wednesday, September 12 – Picture Day 
Wednesday, September 12 – Grade 6 Head Start Clinic 5:00 – 6:30 
Wednesday, September 12 – Meet the Teacher Night @ 5:00 
Tuesday, September 18 – Parent Council 6:30 
September 21 & 22 – Grade 6/7 RIBMS Volleyball Tournament 
September 28 & 29- Grade 7/8 RIBMS Volleyball Festival 
Friday, October 5 – Walkathon 
Tuesday, October 9 – Division Wide PD Day – NO SCHOOL 
Wednesday, October 24 – Progress Report #1 
Thursday, November 1 – Parent Teacher Interview #1 
Friday, November 9 – Remembrance Day Celebration 
Monday, November 12 – NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, November 13 – Division Wide PD Day – NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, November 20 – Parent Council Meeting 6:30 
November 22 & 23 – Grade 7/8 Fall Production 
Friday, November 30 – Term #1 Ends 
Monday, December 3 – Term #2 Starts 
Friday, December 7 – Report Cards 
December 7 & 8 – Boys RIBMS Basketball Tournament 
Wednesday, December 12 – Christmas Concert 
Monday, December 24 - Friday, January 4– Christmas Holidays- NO SCHOOL 
January 18 & 19 – Girls RIBMS Basketball Tournament 
Tuesday, January 22 – Parent Council Meeting 6:30 
Thursday, January 24 – Ski Trip 
Friday, February 8 – Progress Report #2 
Friday, February 15 – Winter Active Day 
Monday, February 18 – Friday, February 22 – NO SCHOOL 
Thursday, March 7 – Parent Teacher Interviews #2 
April– Marine Biology 8 Trip 
Monday, March 11 – Division Wide PD – NO SCHOOL 
March 11-14 – Grade 7/8 Band Trip 
Friday, March 15 – Term #2 Ends 
Tuesday, March 19 – Parent Council Meeting 6:30 
Friday, March 22 – Report Card #2 
Friday, April 19 – Friday, April 26 – Easter Break - NO SCHOOL 
Friday, March 29 – Band Dessert Concert 
Thursday, May 2 – Track Meet 
Friday, May 3 – Progress Report #3 
May 14 – Parent Council Meeting 6:30 
Tuesday, May 21 – Site Based PD Day– NO SCHOOL 
May 29 – 31 - Spring Production 7:00 
Wednesday, June 5 – Athletic Awards 
Thursday, June 6 – Band Concert 7:00 
Monday, June 24 – School Wide Pool Day 
Tuesday, June 25 – POD Party Day 
Wednesday, June 26 – Assemblies 
Thursday, June 27 – NO STUDENTS PD Day 
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